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	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension

3. Reading fluency is essential to comprehension.

4. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

5. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

6. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

7. Literature helps to shape human thought.

8. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

9. Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

10. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

11. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

12. Culture affects the way language is used.

13. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

14. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

15. Appropriate word choice improves communication.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Mythological Foundations
	Essential Question: What truths can mythological monsters reveal about a culture?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand that monsters persist in mythological stories throughout the world

	Understand the relationship between monsters and their geographical and sociological context

	Understand underlying purposes for ubiquitous monstrous characteristics

	Know a monster myth story from one region of the world and how that story reflects specific cultural elements of time and place

	Understand that online web resources have varying levels of credibility


	Suggested Strategies
	· Conduct online and print research on the mythological monsters in one global region.
· Verify the credibility of websites
· Chart the characteristics of a monster according to a given definition of common monster features
· Paraphrase, summarize, and retell a mythological monster story
· Compare and/or make inferences about a culture based on mythological monster characteristics

	Suggested Assessments
	· Rewrite and revise a mythological monster story
· Create a storyboard and/or movie of a mythological monster story
· Create an interactive map of mythological monsters from a global region
· Bibliography of web and print sources in MLA format that corroborate information

	Suggested Resources
	· Myth stories from around the globe
· Internet sites

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet web research
· I-movie production

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


A monster by any other name would smell...
	Essential Question: How do monsters exist?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the common characteristics of a monster

	Understand how psychological fears and anxieties can manifest in external representations 

	Know the consistent manifestations of monsters throughout history and culture

	Understand the master plot of a monster story

	Understand the symbolic function of chimerical constructs

	Know monster manifestations rooted in science, literature, history, religion and art


	Suggested Strategies
	· Generate a definition of monster
· Make a chart of monster characteristics based on multiple texts
· Identify psychological fears and anxieties represented in the ‘physical’ monster manifestations 
· Identify the master plot of the monster story
· Compare and contrast monster stories from different historical periods and across cultures
· Recognize chimerical constructs in art and science
· Debate the moral and ethical dimensions of scientifically creating chimeras

	Suggested Assessments
	· Identify a monster in literature, art, film or scientific creation via a consensus definition and characteristics generated by the class
· Recognize psychological fears and anxieties of a culture physically manifested in monster creations
· Write a persuasive essay regarding the technological capacity to create chimeras with human elements

	Suggested Resources
	· Rudyard Kipling, “The Mark of the Beast”
· Nathaniel Hawthorn, “The Birth Mark”
· Monster poems
· Myth of Bellerophon slaying the chimera
· Jiri Barta “Ballad of the Green Wood”
· Internet: art selections
· Powell, Dave. “Chimera contemporary: The Enduring Art of the Composite Beast.” Leonardo 37:4, 2004. pp.332-340.
· Mott, Maryann. “Animal-human Hybrids Spark Controversy.” National Geographic News. 25 January, 2005.

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


To Every Monster a Hero
	Essential Question: Can we create a monster more powerful than our capacity to subdue it?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand that monsters require a hero to challenge and potentially defeat them

	Understand that a monstrous creation commonly has one characteristic vulnerability

	Understand that monsters attack human societies because of recognizable human flaws or specific cultural values

	Understand that heroes and monsters symbolically represent a battle between good and evil

	Understand cultural, religious, sociological, and economic impact on monsters and heroes

	Understand the “monster within”: the psychological monster as manifestation of a personal guilt, sin, or flaw

	Understand the distinction between dragons in western tradition and dragons in eastern tradition.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Identify the characteristics of a hero
· Identify the vulnerability in a monster
· Recognized the cause of monsters’ attacks on communities or individuals 
· Explain and explore the cyclical nature of good versus evil represented by the battle(s) between heroes and monsters
· Identify the cultural, religious, sociological, and/or economic values conveyed through stories of monsters and heroes
· Identify the generation of a monster from within an individual as a manifestation of personal fear, anxiety, guilt, or sense of sin

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a literary analysis exploring the tension between good and evil conveyed in a text
· Compare and/or chart personal and societal values expressed in a text
· Illustrate a character with simultaneous representations of good and evil
· Write an essay comparing dragons from Western and Eastern tradition
· Prepare a character analysis of the protagonist in a text
· Develop a screenplay of a chapter from a novel, but change the setting
· Select a line from a text and explain and explore how it best represents a theme

	Suggested Resources
	· Beowulf
· “Cain and Abel”
· Mary Shelly, Frankenstein
· Myth of Prometheus
· Myth of Heracles
· “Sketchko and the Grizzly Man”
· Robert Frost, “Fire and Ice”
· Robert Louis Stevenson, Jekyll and Hyde
· Supplemental texts on dragons
· Discovery video: Monster Quest: Dragons

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


It’s Alive and Well
	Essential Question: Will monsters live forever?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand how popular culture represents monsters

	Understand contemporary American perspectives of monsters

	Understand philosophical underpinnings of monster creations

	Know the genres of popular culture 


	Suggested Strategies
	· Identify monsters in popular culture
· Chart the common American perspective of monster creations
· Recognize philosophical underpinnings of monster creations
· Explore monsters in art, film, scientific experimentation, and human/character personality traits
· Write movie reviews of contemporary monster films
· Review websites dedicated to monsters, including ‘fake’ content sites

	Suggested Assessments
	· Movie reviews
· Analysis of a single monster represented in a variety of genres
· Philosophy and monster characteristic comparison essay

	Suggested Resources
	· John Gardner, Grendel
· William Blake, “The Mental Traveller”
· Jiri Barta, “The Pied Piper of Hamelin” (DVD)
· Monster films

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet web research

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values
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